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Artworks



My name is Abtin. lam very interested in works of art.

(\WAY/Y/0) (Abtin) ¢uisl
ol ol dBUle (6 i 6lmylS s s (il (40 s

(Mounatin Bird) (b gS oy
(Gouache) ilgS
(46*35cm) yio ilw FFYO



(\WAV/YANY) (Rla) YT
My name s Ala. |am very fond of music and dancing. -lo ) 5 iwge dy sy dBUe . Ul pousl

(Butterflv)ﬁlgx
(gouache and water color) 5T g (o193
(46*35cm) yiolw FFYO W



My nameis Ala. | am very fond of music and dancing.

(\WAV/YNY) (Ala) YT
-l Ouaady g GRuwgoe dy sob ) dBle . Cuum UTP.Q.W'

(Colorful Jungle) &S5, S
(gouache and watercolor) ST g yolgS
(46*35cm) yin il FFVO



(\WAV/YAY) (Ala) YT
My nameis Ala. lam very fond of music and dancing. o Oupal) § lwge dy sob) dBle . UTP.MI

(Rutumn Flowers) syl s JS
(Gouache) ivlgS
(23*27cm) yiolw YY*YY




My name is Amir Hossein. | am very dependent on my mother.
I love listening to music.

(\Wa£/\Y/AA) (Amirhossein) (s juol

.Péprss.(aldluqlg FJJL@ @ s G (s ol (e Im.u|

Pt g dy Dolo gS Bile

(SmilingJungel) ulws JSio>
(Pastel and Water Color) Syl g Jiwl
(35*46cm) yin ulw YO*FF



(\WWa#/\Y/AA) (Amirhossein) tpuus ju0l
My name is Amir Hossein. | am very dependent on my mother. p2)>pS. plasunly pyole d Ll .o (s> jusl (ye ol

I love listening to music. N . . a &
i iwge dy 0ol (DS Gl

(Red Butterfly) jo,8 ailg s
(Gouache and Pastel) Jiuwly g ilgS
(35*46cm) yio sulw VO FS )



My name s Ariyan. | like drawing.

(\War/0/Y) (Ariyan) gyl
Slgn s> G2 A o (i35 o

(Forest Goat) JSi> 34
(gouache and pastel) Jiwl g yblgS
(70°50cm) yia s Vo* 0



(Ariyo) g4,
smart child and | enjoy drawing. R0 Ol OuisS bl ) g poeses gl g Oghd doe . Cnm 53 ) (10 posl

My name s Ario. |am a naughty and

(Fire Chicken) yuisiTas o
(Gouache and Water Color) T g ivlgS
(85*70cm) yiosilw AD*Ye A



My nameis Arta. | like to eatalot.
I have a different world inside my mind.

(\Way¥/\e/YY) (Arta) iy
-polo pamd J31o iglase slbo . pyls Shgd 0953 ds ol dBle . )l 140 |r.;.a\.u|

(Flying Bird) e.ﬁ,.:jl,,.'-
(Gouache and Water Color) ST g uul_gi
(40”30cm) )—A—Du.ul.w Fo*Yo



My name is Helia. | go to school.
Iam very interested in music and painting.

(Beautiful Jungel) ulws JSi>
(Pastel) Jswly
(AO*BOcm))iDUDLw Fo*Yo

(\ZWAV/¥'/Yo) (Helia) bl
ol il g g dy 6ol aBUe . 0y0 dunyan o Ll (40 sl

Yo



(\WaA/4/Y) (Mahdiyar) jLugs
like drawing, but gradually | became interested.  .pu wie a8Ue pS S | g pitiblus Cawgd gy OdadnS (oablis Jgl o Hbaas (ye posl

My name is Mahdiyar. At first I didn't

(RedFish) jo,8 ool
(Water Color) & T

" (35*46cm) yinilw FOXFS



(\WWaA/4/Y) (Mahdiyar) jLuage
like drawing, but gradually Ibecame interested. .puub uie aBlUe oS aS g potbld Cango gy OuddS las Jgl. o )bags (o pusl

My name is Mahdiyar. At first | didn't

(YellowBird) 3, a> 5>
(Pastel and Water Color) K3l g Jiuwly
(35*46cm) yio il YOXFF o



(\Was/\/Y) (Mahzad) slyge
in playing and watching cartoons. 1o 091 a0 9 &)k a6l dBUe o olig (10 ol

My name is Mahzad. | am very interested

(Red Birt) & yaus oty
(Gouache and Pastel) Jiwly g (5155

- (35*46cm) yio il YO*FF



(\Wa5/1/¥) (Mahzad) slype
in playing and watching cartoons. o 0g)S e 9 63k a6l dBUe . olige (1o pl

My name is Mahzad. | am very interested

(Red Flowers) 3,8 ks J§
(Gouache and Water Color) ST g yilgS
(35*46cm) yio ilw YO FSF vE



My name is Matin.
lam a warm-blooded and kind boy, | like to draw.

Yo

(\WAB/Y/\S) (Matin) pase
ol ABlle DS DU &) s 390180 § )5 (95 sy s> (30 (30 sl

(Blue Pool) T yoesiwl
(gouache and water color) ST g ilgS
(70*50Cm))wL,uhu Yo*Do



My name is Matin.
lam a warm-blooded and kind boy, | like to draw.

(AStout Tree) wingis wudys
(Gouache and Pastel) Jsuwl g islgS

(WAO/Y/\S) (Matin) gyaie
ol dBlle S IS @) pias g8 5 05 (g paany s (30 (3 sl

Y&



(\Was/v/Y8) (Mehrad) slyge
| draw most of the words | want to say. S oo Ll 9y pis plo oo dS ey il . pudps @S s s Lo (40 pul

My name is Mehrad. | am a quiet boy.

(ColoredLines) iy slo s
(Gouache) ilgS

'y (46*35cm) yioolw FF*VO



(\WAR/Y/Ye) (Misagh) @liuws
My name is Misagh. | have a good talent in drawing. <210 S O )0 g olusiiwl . Cum Blige (1o punl

(Angry Cow) pyuSadss ol
(pastel and water color) ST g ilgS
(70*5ocm)).’i.bul3hu Yo*0o TA



My name is Misagh. | have a good talentin drawing.

ya

(\ZWAQ/Y'/Ys) (Misagh) @lus
4PJI\>U.CC:|.EJQ.A.:.LS)¢U;5_‘> olasiuwl. o Blize o pul

(Catand Bird) oui y 9 44,8
(Gouache and Pastel) Jiwly g (5155
(70*50cm) yio ilw Yo* Do



(WAR/¥/Ys) (Misagh) @liss
My name is Misagh. | have a good talent in drawing. 210 A5 OuadiS )0 9 olusiiawl . Cuwm Bliue (4o punl

(Horses) o cawl
(Water Color) & T
(70*50cm) yio il Yo* Do Yo



My name is Mobin. | am very fond of animals and | like to play alone and draw.

Al

(\WAR/\V/¥) (Mobin) ¢yaus
F)L)déu.:- Oblgas ds L).OMWUAP.M
oSy IS § S 83L Ll el g

(Wild Dragon) s g w3l
(Gouache and Pastel) Jiwly g (5155
(70°50¢m) yzo sl Ye*Oe



My name is Mohammad Hassan.

lam very interested in drawing natural landscapes.

(Tree Deer) gidy9 13355
(Gouache and Water Color) ST g islgS
(70*50cm) yis_iilw Yo*Oo

(\WWAQ/\e/\Y) (Mohammadhassan) jpus uees
ol ob slmophiie usdiS ay goby ) dBUe . st (> dosen (0 punl

\as



My name is Mohammad Hassan.
lam very interested in drawing natural landscapes.

wy

(\WAO/Vo/Y)) (Mohammadhassan) ;suss dexs
ol b slmoyliin (updiS dy 6ol dBUe . Cuum (s> wases (10 pusl

(Sparkling Dragonfly) gLy oS8 Lo
(Gouache and Pastel) Jiwly g (5155
(46*35cm) yio olw FF*YO



My name is Mohammad Hassan.

lam very interested in drawing natural landscapes.

(King Shepherd) il yg0 Glsg>
(Pastel and Water Color) KT g Jiuwly
(46*35cm) yin sislw FSYO

(\WAO/Vo/\)) (Mohammadhassan) ;puss dess
ol b slmoyliin (updiS ay 6ol dBUe . Cuum (s> wases (10 pusl

¥



(\WAO/Vo/Y)) (Mohammadhassan) ;puss dexs

My name is Mohammad Hassan.
Iam very interested in drawing natural landscapes. ol b slmoyliin (updiS dy 6ol dBUe ot (s> waseo (1o pusl

(Faces) layguo
(Pastel and Water Color) Syl g Jiwl

‘o (50*35cm) yio ilw O * YO



My name is Nika. Most of the paintings (Was/a/5) (Nika) (L]
I draw are yellow chickens. .55y 0)) slm d>g> pisSin oS Lolo e 56 (30 punl

(Red Eyes) jo,8 .slnfu%;g
(Gouache and Water Color) K51 g (jilgS
(35*46cm) yio islw YO*FF




My name is Nika. Most of the paintings
| draw are yellow chickens.
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My nameis Parsa. | like to play a lot. l also like to draw.
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My name is Pendar. | am very interestedin cars. (\WAa¥/a/\%5) (Pendar),l.n.'v
Ilike to paint cars more. IS bl (yble 03l g yiding oyl (pedile dy ol Bl . Hlaiy (yo pos
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My nameis Reza. The adult world is strange for me. (Reza) Lo,
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My name is Reza. The adult world is strange for me.

Drawing relaxes me.
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My name s Sadra. | can't speak well
and | bring my dreams into my paintings.
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My nameis Gina.

lamanartistand |am very interested in music and painting.
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it back to itself, this is a significant achievement because the eye-hand
coordination has developed in him/her. This means the child has got
involved in the program. Every autistic child is unique and may display a
combination of symptoms and characteristics. Some may be strongin one
area but face challenges in another. With appropriate interventions like
behavioraland educational therapy, they canimprove their communication
and social skills. Ultimately, understanding the individual differences and
special needs of each child is crucial for providing the best support and
strategies for them.

Sara Shahriyarirad



same for them. Sometimes the child's hand has no control over the pencil
and shakes. In some cases, children struggle with distinguishing between
theleftand right directions of forms. Sometimes their mind is so deranged
and chaotic that they paint the entire page black. We must guide them
toward beauty. Inthese occasions, we help children with “supportive hand”
and navigate them on the paper; that is we grab their hands from behind,
guiding them from one pointtoanothersothat they feelas thoughtheyare
drawing the lines themselves. Next time, they won't need that supportive
hand. For children on the mild spectrum, we teach them the differences
between shapes and forms, like distinguishing between different birds
and fish, or the varying poses of figures on paper, and prevent them from
repeating the same color in their paintings.

= Do you have a specific approach to teaching painting to autistic children?
First, we observe what materials and tools they show interest in and
what they avoid. We start with simple visual elements—dots, lines, and
surfaces—trying to capture their attention on the page. For children
on the severe spectrum, we work with guiding dots, leading them from
one point to another. When the image begins to form on paper, children
experienceapositive feeling—a sense of calm from completing something
constructive. This happens when they move from one dot to another and
finish their form. Sometimes they resist or are too fidgety and uneasy
even to sit down. Educational development goes hand in hand with artistic
development, and through this process, inappropriate behaviors are
rectified either. As resistance gradually collapses, we can begin showing
children images and talking with them. When they cannot see the space,
we guide them step by step and point by point with sounds and words until
they begin to pay attention. Education starts on an individual level, and
children from different parts of the spectrum are not grouped together
initially. We proceed largely through trial and error. For instance, if a child
reacts negatively to a medium, such as watercolor because s/he feels
uncomfortable getting her/his hands wet, we replace the medium. Helping
children achieving inner and mental calm and satisfaction is what matters
a lot here. We want to use all the elements of image-making: surface,
line, dots, etc. Learning begins when children are engaged in the task and
fully focused on what they are doing. By boosting their confidence, we
change their repetitive behaviors— from repeating sounds and phrases to
tapping, use of colors, and more.

= What criteria do you use to evaluate children’s artistic progress, and how
do you adjust these based onindividual needs?

We measure each child’s progress only in comparison with themselves.
Sometimes, a childjust stares at the page, unsure what to do with it. When
that same child can eventually place a dot on paper, circle it, and connect



how they relate to the wide and varied spectrum of autism disorders?
Children on the mild spectrum respond to images and even want to work
realistically. Children on the severe spectrum seem like they don't see the
image, just as they don't really see you. It's very important to understand
that abstract and non-representational works come from children on the
severe spectrum, where, with the help of the instructor, we try to draw
their attention to their surroundings and to the paper, allowing them to
express themselves with color and lines, freeing them from isolation and
anxiety. The emphasis on large scale paintings is to encourage movement
of their hands. The instructor needs to guide them. Sometimes their grip
is so tight that the paper gets torn. This group works with the intrinsic
elements of the image. We try to help them see lines, dots, surfaces, and
rhythm and to experience a pleasant feeling from beauty and combination
of colors.

However, children on the mild spectrum like to play. We just need to
motivate them and help them complete a task, gathering their scattered
thoughts. The figurative works you've selected for the exhibition are from
this spectrum.

= How do you deal with challenges such as lack of attention and focus or
severe anxiety in the teaching process?

When challenges vary, our approach must vary either. First and foremost,
we need to earnthese children’s trustand create a safe space for them. We
need to help them see us, sense us, and understand us, so they are willing
to gets closer to us. Some of them, depending on whether they are on the
mild or severe spectrum, are non-verbal and react to stimuli through body
movements. Before teaching, we need to capture children's attention
and encourage curiosity in them. For children on the severe spectrum,
concentration is either very minimal or nonexistent. Sometimes children’s
mindis so overwhelmed that music bothers them, or they canonly tolerate
their favorite music. Sometimes they produce and repeat certain sounds
time after time. In situations where a child lacks attention and focus, we
first need to help him/her reach a state of relative calm.

= How important is observation and response to children’s drawings
during the learning process, and how do you manage it?

We need to help theminimproving their repetitive stereotypical behaviors
and enhancing their focus and attention to their surroundings. These
children are extremely sensitive but have difficulty expressing their
emotions. We use different methods for verbal communication. When
children don't understand the blank page in front of them, they might
crumple the paper because the sound of crumpling is more appealing to
them than the blank page itself. What we find beautiful may not be the



three-quarter view portraits in his drawings.

Over the years of teaching art and engaging with people, | have learned
that every individual has their own story, and all of us, whether we face
a disorder or not, carry fears that can be clearly seen in the first lines we
draw. The power of human connection in an educational setting can foster
growth, learning, and create a sense of psychological safety for children.
This unique experience, gained through interaction with unique children,
reminds me how crucial empathy and understanding differences truly are.

Enhancing cognitive skills such as problem-solving, improving motor
skills, and refining the precision of hand movements, while fostering social
interaction and relationships among children, can significantly strengthen
their social and communication abilities. Art provides them with the
opportunity to express their emotions through colors, lines, and shapes.
This exhibition helps children experience a sense of value and acceptance.
Supporting the artistic activities of these children can have positive effects
on their social, emotional, and cognitive development. This is not only
an exhibition to look at works of autistic children but also a gathering to
reflect on humanity and human connections.

The paintings collected in this exhibition are created by children and
teenagers with autism, resulting from workshops held at TAK Institute.
These workshops are designed to enhance artistic skills, improve
communication, and foster a creative and educational environment.
Ghazaleh Tavakkolmend, a painter and graphic artist, has been guiding and
mentoring these children from the very beginning, and she can provide an
accurate assessment of each child’s characteristics, interests, strengths,
and weaknesses. She began her educational work with autistic children at
TAK Institute three years ago, and in the conversation that follows, | seek
to explore possibilities and challenges in educating children with autism.

= Let's start with the differences. Can you talk about the differences in how
these children communicate?

There are many differences. Most of these children see you, but it's as if
they don't really see you—their gaze is fleeting.

= To be more specific, are you referring to the difference between “looking,’
which is a natural reaction of the eyes that happens automatically when
vision is healthy, and "watching, which involves focus and attention?
Exactly, some of these children don't make eye contactatall, or they might
stare at you for hours without any reaction, or they might see animage but
have a completely different and personal understanding of it.

= Can you elaborate on the differences in the children’s painting styles and



“Infinite Lines and Colors” is a painting exhibition aims at creating a
space for showcasing the artwork of children and teenagers with autism,
highlighting not only their creative and artistic abilities but also the
profound impact their participation has on the formation of their personal
and social identity. It also raises public awareness in a meaningful way.

Thanks to the director and the collaboration of instructors at TAK Institute,
| spent a beautiful and memorable day with children with autism, one that
remains in my mind and heart for good. This interaction helped me, for the
first time, to confront the challenges of living with autism immediately.
Being autistic is a different way of experiencing life and perceiving the
world. These children observe the world with more detail and precision.
Every sound, color, and movement holds a deeper meaning for them. This
heightened sensitivity can be both positive and negative. On one hand,
they see beauties that others may overlook, but on the other hand, it can
overstimulate their senses, leading to anxiety.

When a child was experiencing feelings of anxiety and tension and |
couldn't quite understand the cause, it made me realize how foreign
we all are to what others may be experiencing internally. | was deeply
moved when | observed the calming techniques of the instructor and her
empathetic methods to reduce the child’'sanxiety, and later, when | saw the
child tranquil and contentin the hallway, | learned how we must approach
challenging situations. One of the most remarkable traits of these children
is their intense interest in specific subjects, which can serve as a source
of comfort and joy, providing them with a sense of identity and purpose,
much like how playing in the institute’s playground motivated a child to
focus more diligently on completing their assignment.

They indulged themselves for several hours in their favorite activities, i.e.
painting and pottery, with an unusual concentration that served as the
means for them for understanding and interacting with the world around
them. One child, with a particular fondness for his favorite instructor,
painted her portrait several times, using colors that reflected his emotions.
These children showed me how wonderfuland colorful the world of autism
can be when they are given the opportunity to use non-verbal methods,
like art or writing, to express their thoughts and emotions. For instance,
a child who was also quite proficient in verbal communication, beautifully
and patiently wrote down her concerns alongside her paintings. Another
child amazed us by understanding the differences between profile and



AtShaarGallery,asanartandresearchinstitution, we became familiar with
the art of children and adolescents with autism at TAK Institute, following
a suggestion from One of the activists of Iranian culture and art, Mohsen
Fattahi. Fromthe very first encounter with these paintings, it became clear
that we were dealing with a form of art that aligns perfectly with our goal
of discovering hidden potentials in arts. We do not distinguish between
professional and non-professional divisions in art; rather, we believe that
art performs in ways that are visible to the general art community, as
well as in ways that remain somewhat underrepresented and need to be
brought to light.

Through the efforts of a skilled painter artist, Ghazaleh Tavakkolmend, and
the dedication of Shokooh Alizadeh and other managers and instructors at
TAK, painting has become a serious practice for children and adolescents
with autism, to the extent that some of them now see themselves as
artists—and what a blessed development this is. Barg Gallery in Tehran
hosted an event where Shar Gallery engaged two experienced curators
from the world of professional painting (Sara Shahriyari Rad and Leila
Tayebi Fard) to interact with works produced by autistic children and
adolescents. A professional exhibition was prepared, and now one can
stand and observe this infinity: “Infinite Lines and Colors" One can see and
enjoy these artworks, purchase them, and make them a daily source of joy,
celebrating the profound human quality they represent. And one can also
admire the families and supporters of these artists, who have practiced joy
instead of sorrow.

But for researchers and scholars, this collection must be viewed and
examined from various perspectives: from the viewpoint of child and
adolescent psychology, fromthe sociological effects of artontheindividual
and collective lives of specific strata of society, from the perspective
of artistic practices and approaches used in working with children and
adolescents, through disciplines like neuroscience and neurodiversity in
autism, from philosophical studies on the relationship between hands
and minds of these children and the aesthetics of their works, and from
countless other aspects. This collection not only bears the name “Infinite
Lines and Colors’, but it holds infinite potential and untrodden paths that
perhaps should and must be explored.

Davood Ajorlou, Ehsan She'rdoust
ShaarGallery
Autumn 1403 (2024)



“Infinite Lines and Colors” offers an opportunity to take a closer look at the
colorful world of children with autism and to witness their astonishing and
unique abilities. Here, each child tells their story through colors and forms,
inalanguage that may be familiar or unfamiliar to many of us. These works
not only showcase the creativity of these children, but also open a window
to a deeper understanding of their inner world—a world full of emotions,
colors, and beauty.

Autism presents a different perspective on the world, and this exhibition
invites us to see and appreciate that unique viewpoint. Each painting
reflects the mental and sensory abilities of a young artist, demonstrating
that art is a universal medium for expressing emotions and thoughts,
transcending all limitations.

“InfiniteLinesand Colors”underlinesthattheyoungartistsinthis exhibition
deserve attention and admiration not because of their limitations, but
because of their boundless abilities. These artworks remind us that every
individual has the power to change and influence the world around them.
Through these paintings, we move into their colorful world to honor the
infinite abilities, creativity, and talents of autistic children and adolescents.

Leila Tayebifard
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